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Cal Poly Choirs to Present ‘A Christmas Celebration’ Dec. 7
SAN LUIS OBISPO — Cal Poly’s PolyPhonics, The University Singers, and the Early
Music Ensemble will usher in the holiday season with their annual “A Christmas
Celebration” at 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7, in Harman Hall of the Performing Arts
Center’s Christopher Cohan Center.
Joining the Cal Poly Choirs will be the Cal Poly Brass Ensemble and student
instrumentalists Emily Bean, harp, an animal science major, and Doug Gallatin, flute
a computer science major.
The combined choirs will open the concert with two vastly contrasting works: “Noel,”
a highly energized rhythmic piece sung in the Kituba dialect from the Congo, and
William Hawley’s “Alleluia, Dies Sanctificatus,” a gently flowing work for harp and
chorus.
Individually, each choir will sing works based on familiar carols, including “What Child
Is This,” “O Tannenbaum” (Oh Christmas Tree), the Basque carol “Gabriel’s
Message,” and the Spanish carol “Hacia, Belén va un borrico” (Towards Bethlehem
Goes a Donkey).
Works celebrating Hanukkah include “Mao Tzur” (Rock of Ages), arranged by Samuel
Adler, and “Al Hanissim” (Sing to God), arranged by Joshua Jacobson and Hankus
Netsky.
The evening will conclude with John Rutter’s “Gloria” for brass, percussion, organ
and choir, followed by the choirs’ traditional rendition of “Silent Night.”
The audience will have an opportunity to lift their voices in a carol sing-a-long.
The Cal Poly Choirs are conducted by Thomas Davies and accompanied by Susan
Azaret Davies and Paul Woodring. The Cal Poly Brass Ensemble is conducted by
Christopher Woodruff.
Tickets to the concert are $12 and $14 for the public and $9 and $12 for senior
citizens and students. New pricing includes all Performing Arts Center fees, and
event parking is now sponsored by the PAC. Tickets are sold at the Performing Arts
Ticket Office between noon and 6 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. To order by
phone, call SLO-4TIX (756-4849).
The Music Department offers a 10 percent discount to patrons who buy season
tickets to four of its events through the Performing Arts Ticket Office; a 15 percent
discount is given on tickets to five or more events.
The holiday concert is sponsored by Cal Poly’s Music Department, College of Liberal
Arts, and Instructionally Related Activities program. For more information, call the
Music Department at 805-756-2406.
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